No. 35029/10/2008-Fy (Trade)
Government of India
' Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and [fisheries

Krishi Bhaw:n, New Delht
Dated the  Muarch, 2017

Subject: Sanitary Protocol for Import of Ornamental Fishes into India-regarding.

Reference is invited to the -above mentioned subject. The Sub-Committee constituted under
National Committee on Introduction of Exotic Aquatic Species in to India to teview the guidelines for
import of Ornamental Fishes into India has developed a Sanitary Protocol for Import of Ornamental
Fishes into [ndia and recommended for ifnplementation of the same

The Ministry has considered the recommendation and decided to implement the said Sanitary
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troiucol with iImumediate eLrect Ly replaciny e LUidees 1or inpoit ul oinameilthal sies nilo ndii.
A copy of the same is enclosed herewith for your information and necessary action
Kindly acknowledge the receipt.
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Lr. L. Paul Pandian)

Fisheties Development Commissioner

Distribution:
K /.‘1ccretaty (Fisheties), Government of all the States/UT's
2. Director (Fisheties), Government of all the $tates/UT's
Chief Fixecutive, National Fisheries Development Board, Hyderabad
4. DDG (Fy), ICAR, Pusa, New Delhi with a request to circulate the Guidelines to all ICAR
Fisheries Institutes.
5. All Quarantine Officers, AQCS, DADF.
6. Direcror, N1C, DAH, D&:F with a request to upload the enclosed Guidehnes on this
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Deparment’s websize.




Sanitary Protocol for Import of Qrnamental Fishes into India
1. Pre Import Requirements
b1 Import of ornamental fish species falling under any or all of the following

categores shall not be allowed:
a. Aquatic organism identified as dangerous as it;
¢ can cause injury to human beings (possess venomous spines/polsonous
' flesh/toxins /special defense mechanism). '
* has possibilities of attacking and inflicting injuries to human betngs and
animals
* s known vector or carrier of pathogens
b dpectes as listed under the Convention on International Irade in Lidungered
Species (CITIES) or in the threatened list of Tnternadonal Union Tor Consery aton
of Natute (IUCN) or that of the exporting country’s threatened list. However, if
the source of the endangered fish is cultured and the exporring country’s
competent authority certifies it, then it can be petmitted.
¢. Species under any other ban imposed on the import due to national legislation or
international treaties/conventions,
d. Invasive species exhibiting well documented deleterious impacts i India or other
countries having environmental conditions similar to India.

e. lhe imported fishes shall not he genetically modified varieties.

1.2 A list of ornamental fishes is given at Annexure-I, which nuy be inmported o

/.

India subject o these sanitary protocols as well as other procedural requirements fo

such import including the No Objection Certificare (NOC [rom Depurtment of Vil
drushoads,, Dawying & Fishentes (DADL), Muustry of Agriculture and Farmers’ \\ el

(MoA&TW), Government of India.

o

. Mode of application,

(R

1. The DGI'T shall obtain technical information from the applicant ntending 1o

import ornamental fish in the prescribed format (Annexure 1) for examination by

DADI for issuing NOC,

2.2 The application seeking permit for import of an ornamental fish species shall he

’

accompanied with color photographs of specimens of different sizes (one at the juvenile
* . :

stage and another at adult stage) and should contain the scientific name of that species.

2.3 The photograph should be of the specimens of the spectes from where the import is

proposed and not from published or other sources. Without these, the application [or

permit shdll be rejected.




2.
d. Port of entry: lmpm;i of fish shall be allowed only through Chennai, Delbi, Mumbai,
Foollata, Bengalutu, Fyderabad, Kochi and Visakhapatnam.
1. Packaging and Transport
‘L1 The packaging shall facilitate easy inspection of the consignment by the Quarantine
Officer at the port of entry.
1.2 The omamental fish to be tmported must be packaged in leak-proof bags, each bag
containing only one species, must not be exceeded the standard stocking density. The
hag must he franspatent to enable proper inspection and identification of the aquatic
animals and iust not contain any extraneous matter, unapproved plant material, pests, or
nnauthorized species. .
[ Tach Dag must he placed within polystyrenc boxes ot cattons fitted with a plstic
waer Tintng. Fach box or carton must be cleardy identified with label mentioning name
and numbee of fish species and identification nuniber of cach hox carton. In Case any
sedative/anesthetic has heen used during transport. it should be « leatle mentoned in the
packaging lise
5. Documents (o be accompanied:
b1 The consignment must be accompanied by selevant documents including case history
paper and photograph of species, copy of import permit, copy of quarantine c'crtiﬁ';;uv
and other documents issued by the transport authority of exporting country
bl certificate from the Competent Authority of the exporting country
that:
i the fishes are not pencetically modified: and
1y the fishes are free from all the relevant OI117 histed diseases of fishes as per the « '|11L":1l
Q117 Code,
0. Tmporter must make all reasonable cfforts to expedite the clearance of the
constgnment and its transport (o destnation. .
7. Trans-shipment: In case of trans-shipment the consignment should be held 1 a
stetile area of the trans-shipment poiat.
3. Quaranting
8.1, livery species of ornamental fish mmported mto the country shall have to be
subjected o the quarantine procedutes in a quarantine facility accredited by the
Competent Authority,
8.0 The consignment of impotted ornamental fishes shall be accompanied by an import
license issued by the Dicectorate General of Foteign Trade (DGFT) based on the NOC
iasied by DATT alongawith pre-quarantine certificate issued by the competent authority
ol exporting country stating that the farm (from where the consignment s exported) is

covered under their national aquatic animal health sutveillance or a pre-quarantine

vttt
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SO vl of dhe consignment, accompunying pre-quarantiie certlicate should
venticd and miported spectes should be rechecked ar the quarantine Ceility ol
carthicate ol quaranune would be issued by designared authoricy,
ol b pon clewance from the port of entry, the consigninent shall he transieired
< mmediately " 1o the aceredited quarantine facility as accredited/approved by rhie
Competent A uthority.

8.5, On receipt of consignment at quarantine facility, the species should e subjected (o

ribed for patticular specles.

quarantine protocol pres

8.6, The mported fishes would undlergo quarantine in approved quainine et

Tollows

- 1] Cogld By — 21 s
: by Other ornamental fishes — 15 days
8 AMeer satistfactory completion of quarantine, tie constgnment should e vl

the importer with quarantine certificate.
8.8. Direct sale of imported broodstocks in the domestic market shall not be atlowed and
only F'Land £2 progeny shall be released for domestic or international b (.
Y. Penalties for violations
UL The importer shall keep in mind the biosafety, biohazards and economic interest ol
the narion. Any biosalety and other related hazards artsing out of rélease of the in iported
fish into the nararal waters  entirely  the responsibility ol Importer/importing
organization/mdenter and should be liable (o be proceeded against with (he accordance
with the relevant rules of Government of [ndia,
Y20 In case, the consignment does not pass Quarantine, the entire consignment shudl e
destioved atimporters cost as per the presciibed protocols.

1 g the course of Inspeotion, i comes [ e notce of the ( ompetent

L]

Authouyy that the importer Wlfally  suppressed  certuin POt
jl]f(')l'll](l[i()ﬂ/dcli])é‘l‘il[Cl)’ furnished wrong mformation or that the spectes sough 10 he
mported and the one actually imported are not the same or that (he species souph to he
imported and the one actually imported are not the same or that the Inported spechnens
also consist of species for which approval has not been obrained, the Import permir shall
he cancelled forthwith and all the specimens Imported destroyed without any notice to o
|’w1'|11issi<_)n ol the importer,

94 The ivmporter shall take abundant care to prevent any accidental escape and willtul
release of the exotic ornamenral fish into antural waters, In spue of this in the event of
acardental escape/ willful release of fish inro natural warers, the matter should e

reported to the competent authority and the nearest Guarantine centie,
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10. Post quarantine Inspection: The Competent Authority shall have right to catry out
the post quarantine inspection of hatchery, reating facility and farms of the 1importers (o
confirm the specified norms for assuring the imported fishes are used for (he purpose
for which they are imp.orlcd; and to look at the magnitude of multiplication and
borizontal spread of the imported fish species. The importer shall submit quarterly status

teport on tansport, breeding, rearing and retail etc. after the mport.

sk
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Lormat for providing technical information to DGI'T for obtaining license for

inpo

Avnesmc 1)

ol ornamenl lishes

Name & address of the importer:

|.0

4.0

Dare

I Name of the fish (common name/s)

L2 Screntific name

I3 Name of the country where from the species is proposed to be timported:
source ol ongin (Wild/culrured): - :

Purpose ol the mporr (Breeding/ divect selling etc.):

3. fnport detuls

o~ Fite =taee o he imported  Juverle mnuaume adalr Brood ok
RIS} Quanuty/ Size of import

3. Average weight (p) :

35 Average length (cm)

Genetic profile
41 I developed - Originals/ Stocks used tor the developient:
4.2 Genetc mechanism used for developing

(Selection/hybridization/ genetic engineering)

Details of carlier import:

5.1 Deratls of License 1ssued by DGFT

520 Y ear of impott:

S0 Number of permitied species:

Solo ol number imported:

Ao Number of fishommporred agamse cach permitied varen:

{ 1 < H 1
o b ad tee o thie HL ooy TR TGS WA Gl NS

I
Ve the mported aromencal fish meanr for export internal ni ke
Nume and Address of the firm/person importing the fish
The plice/Tatchery where the inported fish will he kepe
Whether quarantine fuctlity is there or not
Signature ol naporten

Sl

Iissendal enclosures:

!

0,

Photogriphs of organisms 1o be imported (Phe photograph should e ol the spocinens of the spccics o
= | | 1 Ly

Cherc thamport s proposed and noc rom pubilislicd o ol e,
5

Vldecss vt harchiony e wehere the ash will be mamranied arte mpont

Insteaction for filling the application:

|

5

Fron cach s 10 Uad s Pavate ])luﬂnlll.l.

No colunin should e bere Blanke eNCA iy D put i o uiosaatien aaalable

.




